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We need your input! Visit the project website at www.route30plan.com to view the 
Draft Master Plan and Implementation Toolkit. Please  provide comments by May 1!

A Community Driven Plan - We Need Your 
Input! 

The US Route 30 Master Plan is driven by the concerns, 
ideas and vision expressed by hundreds of area residents 
at multiple meetings, personal interviews, design workshops 
and other forums over the past two years. Residents have 
marked up maps, drawn their own concepts, completed sur-
veys and selected their priorities. Community members have 
also voted on a range of design and transportation options, 
and clearly conveyed which elements they supported and 
did not support. However, community input is still needed! 
Please visit the project website, www.route30plan.com,  to 
download, review and comment on the Draft Master Plan 
and Implementation Toolkit.  Please provide comments to the 
Smart Growth Partnership no later than May 1, 2008. 

Community members have been closely involved in the creation of the Route 30 Master Plan. 
The image above is from the October 2007 Design Charrette.   

 A Vision for Route 30
The vision for the US Route 30 Corridor is to create a safe 
and efficient transportation route that attracts residents, 
visitors and workers to create a corridor of economic op-
portunity. It builds on the Vision Plan completed in Phase 
1 of the Master Plan process, which embraces revitalized 
small towns, well-designed suburbs and preserved rural ar-
eas, while improving traffic flow along the corridor.   The 
Vision Plan serves as a guide for the corridor municipalities 
to develop in a cohesive manner that promotes walkability 
through human-scaled, safe transportation networks; ensures 
accessibility with close proximity and good connections be-
tween jobs, housing and daily services; and generates qual-
ity communities attractive to businesses and residents. 
  
Based on these community design guiding principles and the 
goals outlined in the Vision Plan and Demonstration Plan, we 
have derived the following Master Plan goals: 
(Continued on pg. 2) Why Focus on  Transportation and Land Use?

The situation facing the communities along the Route 30 
corridor today: traffic congestion and safety problems are 
growing even if the community as a whole isn’t.  Although 
countywide and regional development has been slow at best 
for many years now, the pattern of development has been 
shifting out of the traditional cities and towns, and into once-
rural municipalities along Route 30 such as North Huntingdon 
and Unity Townships.  Today, Route 30 is doing double duty 
as a regional connector for trucks and long-distance travel-
ers and as the “Main Street” for local residents and busi-
nesses. And virtually all of those local trips are now made by 
automobile, since the design of most subdivisions and shop-
ping centers makes it impossible to walk or use transit. In 
short, the development patterns are increasingly getting out 
of balance along the Route 30 corridor, and the resulting 
traffic impacts are clearly being felt.  (Continued on pg.3 )

The US Route 30 Master Plan is a three-stage, multi-
phase project, over a period of three or more years. The 
Route 30 Master Plan and Implementation Toolkit is the 
culminating  document of the planning stage of the project. 
This community-based plan has evolved through close 
consultation with the people living and working along the 
corridor and within each corridor municipality.  While the 
growth projected for Westmoreland County is modest over 
the next 30 years, there is an opportunity to create a mix of 
housing, small-scale shops, restaurants and businesses for a 
distinct and authentic experience  that contrasts with much of 
the development that currently exists along the corridor. 

These changes will not come easily or on their own.  The 
approach to implementation of this US Route 30 Master 
Plan will need to be multi-pronged, focusing on land use 
and community design, as well as physical improvements to 
the transportation infrastructure.  It will require persistence 
and champions at the local level, as well as partners in the 
private sector and at the state government levels. By coming 
together to create a full Master Plan based on this vision, 
localities around the Route 30 corridor can reap the benefits 
of growth and improve community quality of life while 
making this critical road safer for everyone.  

Over the next several months, the following near-term steps 
should occur:

• Establish an implementation steering committee to meet 
regularly to advance the  strategies in the Master Plan.   

• Implement the overlay district to provide alternative design 
standards and development regulations for the corridor. 

• Define priorities to complete selected low-cost, projects 
within a one or two year time frame. 

• Work with Westmoreland County, the SPC and PennDOT 
to advance the transportation recommendations embodied 
in this Plan.   

The Route 30 Corridor has a prosperous future with careful 
planning and attention to detail on design strategies. It is 
important to not lose sight of the big picture vision for this 
corridor.  The work plan for July 2008 – June 2009 and 
beyond will be to work with Westmoreland municipalities 
to graft model practices into their development regulatory 
environment.

Summary and Next Steps

Image right:  Land use diversity and improved street connectivity 
encourage walking by creating more opportunities for local trips. In 
general, few trips are made between similar land uses – seldom does 
one travel from their home to another home, for example. Rather, 
trips are made between different yet complementary uses, like a trip 
from home to work or from work to lunch. By providing a greater 
diversity of land uses and improved street connectivity within a par-
ticular area (typically 1/4 mile), there are more opportunities for 
short trips, which are more likely to be made by walking. 

Make plans to attend the 
2008 Allegheny Energy / 
Smart Growth Partnership 
annual awards dinner on 
May 28, 2008 to see the 
Route 30 Master Plan 
“unveiling”.

While density generates the demand for transit ridership, it does not, by itself, result in a shift from auto to walking 
trips and higher ridership.  Other factors influence mode shift, including the frequency and convenience of transit 
service provided and the convenience of being able to walk to destinations within the station area.  

Land use diversity encourages walking because it creates opportunities for local trips.  Few trips are made between 
similar land uses – seldom does one travel from their home to another home, for example.  Rather, trips are made 
between different yet complementary uses, like a trip from home to work or from work to lunch.  A greater diversity 
of land uses in the station’s market area creates more opportunities for short trips, which are more likely to be made 
by walking.  Fostering the walkability of the station area ultimately encourages people to leave their cars behind and 
use transit.

DENSITY AND TRANSIT
Density is expressed in terms of floor area 
ratio (FAR), which is the total building area 
divided by the total lot area. Bus transit is 
supported with FARs of at least 0.5 and 
preferably over 1.0.  Light rail transit is 
supported with FARs of 2.0 or greater.

DIVERSITY AND CONNECTIVITY

WELL NETWORKED USESPOORLY NETWORKED USES

Density, diversity, and design are necessary priorities in transit oriented design. The careful integration and balance 
of these factors is crucial to multi-modal, pedestrian-friendly development.  Density allows for proximity between 
uses, a prerequisite for walkability.  Diversity, multiple uses serving multiple needs, provides a wide range of services 
and opportunities within walking distance.  Design creates the network for movement and provides access to nearby 
destinations within an attractive and desirable pedestrian environment. In sum, density generates the demand for 
transit ridership but not necessarily the incentive to shift to transit.  Creating a walkable environment through diversity 
and design encourages the shift. 

Most people will choose to walk if a destination is within a quarter of a mile and will not walk if the destination is more 
than a half-mile away.  Because of the importance of walk access to transit ridership, this influence of distance on 
whether or not to walk defines the market area around a transit station.  The primary market area is within a quarter 
mile and the secondary area within a half mile of the station.

Because the station market area is fixed (roughly 500 acres), density directly influences the number of person trips 
generated and potential transit ridership.  Higher capacity transit systems, such as light rail transit, require higher 
densities to generate enough ridership to help pay the higher costs.
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5.  Preserve open space, farmland, natural 
beauty, and critical environmental areas

 (Why Land Use and Transportation continued from pg. 1)
Transportation researchers have identified four specific land 
use characteristics that have a strong impact on traffic pat-
terns in all communities.  Known informally as “the Four Ds,” 
these elements are density, diversity, design, and destina-
tion.   When the Four Ds are balanced properly, drivers can 
choose from a variety of routes, or they can opt to walk, take 
transit, or bike for some trips.  Traffic can spread out more 
evenly across a connected roadway network.  When the Four 
Ds are out of balance, virtually everyone has to drive every-
where. Traffic quickly begins to clog up a few major streets. 
Crash rates go up, especially in locations where people are 
turning onto or off of the main road.  The problems mount 
exponentially when new development generates more driv-
ers.   But traffic congestion and safety problems can build up 
even in communities that aren’t growing much overall, simply 
because of shifts in development patterns. 

The US 30 Master Plan and Implementation Toolkit  identifies 
decision-making tools, land use and transportation policies, 
supporting programs and funding, and improvements that 
will help the community achieve its long-term vision and bal-
ance the 4 Ds along the corridor.  Transportation improve-
ments include priority projects from the Optimal Conceptual 
Corridor Plan that was developed for the Vision Plan, as well 
as strategies and recommendations that can further improve 

1. Improve traffic flow

2. Increase multi-modal opportunities and 
connectivity along the Route 30 corridor

3. Capitalize on existing community character 
and identity

4. Create a corridor-wide network of mixed-
use, pedestrian-oriented destinations, walkable 
districts and streets

“The Route 30 Master Plan represents the approach we 
must take as we prepare for the future of transportation 
in Pennsylvania. Partners all along our corridors must 
coordinate and think about the impact their development 
decisions will have. We simply cannot afford a haphaz-
ard development approach that fails to consider traffic 
impacts. Taxpayers have clearly said they will not sup-
port either the cost or the disruption created by after-
the-fact transportation improvements.”

Allen Biehler, Secretary
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation

the capacity of the main corridor, as well as local quality of 
life, such as interconnected, multi-modal local street networks 
and access management policies. Land use policies include 
the development of a model corridor overlay zoning ordi-
nance that can be incorporated into the codes of the com-
munities along Route 30, design guidelines, and proposed 
changes to existing policies to achieve the type of devel-
opment that is desired along the Corridor. In addition, the 
toolkit summarizes programs and resources the community 
can use to achieve the plan recommendations.
 Below  The Master Plan consists of transportation improvements and land use recom-

mendations to improve traffic flow along the Route 30 corridor.  A full sized version of 
the below image with detailed  locations of transportation im-

provements can be found on the project website,
 www.route30plan.com. 

A  VISION FOR ROUTE 30 (continued from page 1)  

A VISION FOR ROUTE 30


