Vision Plan Transportation Component

Corridor Description: The Lincoln Highway is a major east-west corridor which traverses the
United States extending from New York, New York to San Francisco, California. Better known in
Pennsylvania as US Route 30, the roadway traverses the entire state passing through Pittsburgh
and Philadelphia. US Route 30 is part of the National Highway System and follows a path similar
to the Pennsylvania Turnpike Route 76 (toll roadway) across the State.
Within Westmoreland County, US Route 30 is a principal arterial which extends through North
Huntingdon Township, Irwin Borough, City of Jeannette, Hempfield Township, the City of
Greensburg, Southwest Greensburg Borough, South Greensburg Borough, Unity Township, and
Ligonier Township. The corridor also provides access to a number of nearby communities
including the Manor Borough, the City of Latrobe, Ligonier Borough, and Laurel Mountain
Borough. There are approximately 40 signalized intersections along the 40-mile corridor.

Levels of Service: Level of service (LOS) is a quality measure describing operation conditions
within a traffic stream, generally in terms of such service measures as speed and travel time,
freedom to maneuver, traffic interruptions, and comfort and convenience. Six LOS are defined,
with letters designating each level, from A to F. LOS A represents the best operating conditions
and LOS F the worst. Each level of service represents a range of operating conditions and the
driver’s perception of those conditions. The table below represents levels of service throughout
the US 30 corridor grouped into five (5) segments for the Trend, Urban Centers, Suburban
Centers, Rural Centers and Preferred Scenarios.
Levels of service are based on travel demand model output. Due to the broad nature of the
analysis, a comparison of LOS is more relevant than the absolute values. Levels of service are
worse in the western portion of the corridor compared to the east.

Transportation Improvements: A critical outcome of the Master Plan is a strategy to optimize
traffic flow and safety along the existing US Route 30 corridor, without significant widening or
construction. The Optimal Corridor Conceptual Plan is a “best-case scenario” conceptual plan that
allows study participants to assume that future roadway capacity would be improved to the
optimal level possible through a program of relatively low-cost, practical improvements to the
operations of the facility.
A set of transportation improvements have also been identified including new facilities parallel to
US Route 30 which connect activity centers, improved access to urban areas, new street grid
networks in new suburban development areas, and improved transit centers and connections.
The Optimal Corridor Conceptual Plan combined with the transportation improvements result in a
transportation plan capable of supporting the vitality of the US Route 30 corridor.
Project Region: Project Region, the public process led by the Southwestern Pennsylvania
Commission for the development of the 2035 Transportation and Development Plan, is the
mechanism for connecting the region’s vision to an official, coordinated implementation program
of projects and actions. The Plan is intended to maximize regional assets and infrastructure to
achieve balanced, cost effective growth; to capitalize on investments in existing communities; and
to strengthen quality job creation and regional economic competitiveness.1 The efforts of Project
Region are consistent with the US Route 30 Corridor project and preferred land use scenario. The
US Route 30 Master Plan recommended transportation improvements are in-line with
Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission’s 2035 Transportation and Development Plan for
Southwestern Pennsylvania.
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